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ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(eletters)

All Letters to the Editor relating to an article published in the BJA must be submitted electronically through the BJA
web site (http:/bja.oxfordjournals.org). To submit a Letter to the Editor about an article published in the BJA, you
need to ‘Browse the Archive’, enter the Full Text of the article, and then click on ‘E-letters: Submit a response to
the article’, in the ‘This Article’ box on your right-hand side of the screen.To read Recent article eletters which have
already been submitted, enter through this box on the BJA web site, View Current Issue page.To submit an Out of
the blue eletter, which is unrelated to a recently published article in the BJA, follow the instructions after clicking on
this box on the web site. You will be able to ‘Submit a new Topic’ as well as view recently submitted Out of the
blue eletters.The Editor-in-Chief will select the best eletters each month for publication in the hard copy of the BJA.

Jennifer M Hunter
Charles S Reilly
Ravi Mahajan

OXFORD OPEN

The British Journal of Anaesthesia has joined ‘Oxford Open’, an optional open access initiative from our publishers,
Oxford University Press. Authors of accepted manuscripts will be asked if they wish to choose to pay for access to the
article to be made available immediately on publication. Oxford Open gives authors the opportunity to pay an ‘open
access’ publication charge to make their paper freely available online immediately via the journal’s web site. The
optional charge payable will depend on whether the Corresponding Author is based in an institution with an online
subscription to BJA and special charges will apply to authors in developing countries. Readers do not need a journal
subscription to view open access content. If an author does not choose to pay the open access publication charge, their
paper will be published in the normal manner (this usually means that it will only be available immediately to subscri-
bers). More information about the initiative can be found at http:/www.oxfordjournals.org/oxfordopen/

British Journal of Anaesthesia/Royal College
of Anaesthetists Research grants 2007

The following project grant awards (by first named applicant)
were made in 2007:

1. Dr Zoe Brookes, Sheffield. Nociceptin Mediated
Microvascular Inflammation During Sepsis. £49,659
2. Dr Robert Dickinson, Imperial. Molecular Action of

Gaseous and Volatile General Anaesthetics on the NMDA
Receptor. £29,611

3. Dr Helen Galley, Aberdeen Mitochondria Targeted
Antioxidant Therapy in a Rat Model of Organ Dysfunction.
£16,700

4. Professor David Lambert, Leicester. Gene Expression and
Anaesthesia. £14,637

5. Dr Daging Ma, Imperial. Xenon Preconditioning Attenuates
Cerebral Ischaemic Injury in Mice: Implication for
Preventing Neurological Complications Following Surgery.
£44257

6. Dr Brian Mullan, Belfast.
of Systemic Endothelial
£46,250

Non-invasive Assessment

Function in Intensive Care.

Application forms for the next round of awards will be available
soon at the following web address (http://www.le.ac.uk/
anaesthesia/) with a closing date of July 25, 2008. Advice and
further information can be obtained from the Grants Officer:
Professor DG Lambert, University Department of Cardiovascular

Sciences, Division of Anaesthesia, Critical Care and Pain
Management, LRI, Leicester, LE1 SWW. E-mail:
DGL3@le.ac.uk
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Comprehensive Interventional Pain

Management Training Course (CIPM 2008)
Wockhardt Hospital Auditorium, Mulund, Mumbai, India,
February 28—March 2, 2008

Two courses: Basic and Advanced Pain Management. Aims to teach
techniques by experts on one-to-one basis. Includes theory, hands-
on Cadaveric workshops and live workshop. Limited seats: basic 28;
advanced 16. Book your seats now. For further information, contact
Dr Kailash Kothari, 28/a, Kamgar Nagar, Kurla East28/a, Kamgar
Nagar, Kurla East, Mumbai; E-mail cipmindia@gmail.com; Tel:
+ 91-9867027500; Fax: + 91 22 25233797.

28th International Symposium on Intensive

Care and Emergency Medicine
Brussels Exhibition and Conventions Center, Brussels,
Belgium, March 18-21, 2008

The objective of this four day symposium is to review concepts
and technology and present recent advances in the management
of critically 1ill patients. The symposium includes formal
presentations as well as practical discussions such as tutorials,
round tables, pro-con debates, “meet the experts” Original
scientific posters will also be presented. The meeting is open to
all physicians, nurse and other allied health professionals
interested in intensive care and emergency medicine. Language:
English. For further details, please contact: Marcos Garcia, Route
de Lennik, 808, Brussels, Belgium; Tel: + 32 2 555 36 31; Fax:
+ 32 2 555 45 55; E-mail: sympicu@ulb.ac.be; Web site: http://
www.intensive.org

Research Peer-Review Workshop: A meeting

organized by the BJA

Royal College of Anaesthetists, Churchill House, London
WCl1, UK, April 24, 2008

Good peer-review is fundamental to the production of a high
quality anaesthesia journal and the BJA has indeed benefited
from the expertise of more than 1000 assessors over the past few
years. The aim of this workshop is to support and develop peer-
review skills in the context of the processes used by the BJA.
You will learn about the place of the reviewer in the publication

process and how this role relates to that of the editor. We will
discuss what makes a good article and how to spot common
flaws in study design, data presentation, and interpretation. You
will be given a guided tour of our on-line manuscript handling
software. Finally, we will discuss conflicts of interest and how
you can detect research and publication misconduct. In addition
to formal presentations, the day will benefit from open discussion
sessions and there will be plenty of opportunity to chat
informally with the workshop faculty who are past and present
members of the BJA editorial team.

While this meeting is intended principally for those who
currently review BJA manuscripts and those who would be
interested in doing so in future, the content will be relevant to
those who peer-review manuscripts for other journals. The
workshop will be of value also to those required to review
research proposals for the purposes of clinical trial registration,
research ethics committee approval and research grant awards.

Registration, including tea, coffee and lunch is free and places
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Unfortunately,
we cannot reimburse expenses but CPD approval has been given.
To register, please complete the details below and send to: Courses
& Meetings Department, Royal College of Anaesthetists, Churchill
House, 35 Red Lion Square, LONDON, WCIR 4SG, UK.

Name:

Job title:

Institution:

Contact postal address:

E-mail address:

Have you previously reviewed manuscripts for the BJA?
If not, would you be interested in doing do?

Do you have any other experience of peer reviewing?

If so, please give brief details:

Backdated Copies of British Journal of
Anaesthesia (from 1993)

interested in these, please contact Dr Jane
Baker, Specialist Anaesthetist, Department of Anaesthetics,
Concord Hospital, PO Box 345, Concord West, NSW 2138,
Australia. E-mail: iaspdesk @juno.com; web site:
www.iasp-pain.org

If you are





